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* = Response is required  

Please address these questions relative to course-level and program-level outcomes 
assessment. If you would like to attach supplemental documents, exit this form and use 
the "Attachments" button (bottom left-hand corner).  

* 1. What Outcomes/Courses were assessed in 2016/17?  

In 2016/2017, the critical thinking outcome was assessed in 17 sections, as follows: 

 five sections of physical geography (GEOG 101), 

 five sections of physical geography laboratory (101L), 

 four sections of cultural geography (GEOG 102), 

 two sections of world regional geography (GEOG 104), and 
 one section of urban geography (GEOG 154). 

* 2. What venues for discussion of outcomes assessment did your program have?  
The geography program faculty discussed the outcomes assessment at two department 

meetings and one program meeting.  

* 3. What have these assessments revealed about your courses/program?  
The assessment results reveal outcome attainment at relatively high (76% to 84%) 

satisfactory levels across all geography courses assessed. This suggests that the geography 

program provides students with instruction and instructional supports to achieve the 

Program’s critical thinking outcome.  

* 4. What do you plan to do with these results? Next steps?  
Geography Program faculty will continue to discuss the outcome assessment results in order 

to gain insights into effective strategies related to developing and assessing our students’ 

critical thinking skills. These data-informed dialogues occur in formal spaces such as 

departmental and program meetings, and also in informal spaces such as the geography 

laboratory workroom.  

* 5. Based on your assessments, have you identified any resource needs? Explain.  
Comprehensively, the assessments do not point to specific resource needs in part because 

different assessments are implemented in different sections. For example, one section of 

physical geography might receive an assessment using an essay to discuss environmental 

hazards while another section may have a student presentation on habitat loss. While 

similar critical thinking skills are utilized in both of these examples—such as problem 

identification, evidence evaluation, and information synthesis—the foundational conceptual 

knowledge needed in these two examples is distinct. Therefore, it is difficult to pinpoint a 

specific resource that would improve student outcomes based on the assessment data. 



Discussions among faculty, however, allow for the identification of specific concepts that 

often prove challenging for students. From these discussions, faculty have identified 

resources that may improve student outcomes related to critical thinking by improving 

students’ conceptual knowledge.  

* 6. What are your assessment plans (course/program) for 2017-18?  

In 2017/2018, the communication outcome will be assessed in 17 sections, as follows: 

 five sections of physical geography (GEOG 101), 

 five sections of physical geography laboratory (101L), 

 four sections of cultural geography (GEOG 102), 

 two sections of world regional geography (GEOG 104), and 

 one section of urban geography (GEOG 154). 

* 7. Are you on target with your assessment schedule?  
Yes  

If No, what plans do you have to get the assessment process on schedule?  
No answer specified  

8. Any other comments? (optional)  
No answer specified  


